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“ Fury as Council ‘secretly hires pool to Muslims’” 

        Story in Daily Express, 25 Feb 2010

   “A council has been accused of trying to conceal its running of Muslim women-only swimming sessions by telling regular swimmers the baths were closed for staff training.”    At Hull City Council’s Beverley Road Baths, “swimmers were turned away from the pool” says the Express, quoting “one angry swimmer” who looked on the council website, saw a booking for Muslim Women, and concluded that closure for staff training was a council deception.  He is quoted as objecting to secretive special treatment for what he calls “Islamic ladies”. When told of the issue by the reporter, Councillor John Fareham is quoted as saying “I don’t think that creates cohesion”.
   The Daily Telegraph picked up the story, reporting it in the same words. Now both websites, for the Express and Telegraph, have a stream of abusive anti-Muslim and anti-local council Comments.  Resentment and prejudice have naturally been whipped up by the presentation of the tale. But it isn’t true. Here are the facts.
  Having spoken to Beverley Road Baths Duty Manager, I gather the facts are: 
 1) there was nothing secret or underhand: the alternate Thursday morning sessions booking for Hull MWA (Muslim Women Association) was printed in the Baths programme months ago and has also been on the Hull City Council internet all this time; it is every other Thursday, not every Thursday, because the pool is closed on the inbetween Thursdays for staff training.
 2) This is one of several 'private club bookings' that the Baths have done for years. Currently the other private bookings apart from the Hull MWA are to Hull University Swimming Club (2 bookings, Weds and Thurs eves). Hull University Canoe Club (Fri eves), and Kingston upon Hull Swimming Club (Wed eves). The Baths also do specialist sessions with slots for the over-45s, for women, and for "tots". The private bookings involve clubs filling in forms, following procedures, and paying; MWA is treated no differently from the others in this.
 3) Any deception has been from the news reporter who apparently came to the Baths a few weeks ago, posed as a member of the public, and asked questions to staff and visitors (but not any of the Managers); he then did the story which has now been picked up by the Daily Express, Daily Telegraph, and Yorkshire Post.
 “A lie is half way round the world before the truth has got its boots on.”

Notes

1. Hull and East Riding Interfaith is a voluntary group of citizens in Hull and the East Riding of Yorkshire: see its website www.heri.org.uk
2. Contact details: tel.01482-445728; jackie.lukes@heri.org.uk
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